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Takeaways

* Our brains are not wired to read. There is no ideal reading circuit.
* Oral language is a basic human function, reading is not.

* "Plasticity within limits" means we are using old parts of the brain
for new purposes. The brain is able to go "beyond" its original,
biologically-endowed functions and develop totally unknown
capacities. Neuronal groups that are to be repurposed share similar
functions with the new one.

* We are talking about a process that takes 400ms to
complete

(a blink takes 300ms)
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Thus, to select some examples of greatness, we have no idea whether Johann Sebastian
Back or Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart actually lived in a cheerful or a despondent manner.
Mozart moves us with the peculiarly touching and endearing grace of early blossoming and
fading; Bach stands for the edifying and comforting submission to God'’s paternal plan of which
suffering and dying form a part. But we do not really read these qualities from their
biographies and from such facts about their private lives as have come down to us; we read

them solely from their works, from their music. If you are reading this passage
during the Letter 4 session, at the Atlanta Speech School, please stop

reading, stand up, and put your right hand on your ear.| Furthermore,
although we know Bach's biography and deduce his personality from his music, we involuntarily
include his posthumous destiny in the picture. We conceive him as living with the knowledge,
which causes him a silent smile, that all his work would be forgotten after his death, that his

manuscripts would be treated as so much waste paper, that one of his sons instead of himself
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“...THE AVERAGE PERSON CONSUMES MULTIPLE GIGABYTES ACROSS
VARIED DEVICES EACH DAY."

~MARYANNE WOLF
(REFERENCING RESULTS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA'S GIIC "HOW MUCH INFORMATION" STUDY)




“BETWEEN 50,000 AND 100,000 WORDS A DAY"

~DR. MARYANNE WOLF
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WHAT 1S

MEMORY?
—

- S

THE OT TOOLBOX.COM

Definition of working memory

: memory that involves storing, focusing attention on, and manipulating information
for a relatively short period of time (such as a few seconds)
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SURVIVAL

WHY WE READ

ENTERTAINMENT

F-LiN

INFORMATION
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0BJECTIVES:

. BECOME MORE COGNIZANT OF OURSELVES
AS READERS

2. MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT THE
READERS WE ARE CHOOSING TO BECOME

REFLECTION
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